
TIPS
TO KEEP YOUR 

PLANT RUNNING

EXPERT

No Matter What Winter Brings



you’re responsible for maximizing uptime while keeping capital and 
operating costs within bounds. But one frozen valve can bring your 
entire operation to a high-priced halt—and lead to some conversations 
you don’t want to have with your boss. How can you avoid that? 

PLANT
MANAGER,

AS A 



But heaters need to be run regularly to work properly. 
If they sit too long, they deteriorate, along with the hoses, 
ductwork, and other accessories you need to wrap pipes 
or blow air. It’s more efficient to call a rental company 
and order a well-maintained heater package for 
immediate delivery when you need it. You and your staff 
can focus on the tasks that make your plant money, and 
the rental company can handle maintenance.

TIP1DON’T
BUY
A FLEET OF BACKUP HEATERS

That may seem counter-intuitive: If your valves and 
pipes could freeze, you need to warm them. Why not have 
a fleet of heaters on hand to save the day?

14 days
At Sunbelt Rentals, 
we run heaters every 
14 days to make sure 
they’re in good service 
and more often if 
we see maintenance 
trends that could lead 
to failure.



To ensure you’re not caught in a bidding war and 
end up paying thousands more than you expect, 
rent heaters and the accessories you’ll need to run 
them starting in November. You can either keep 
them on standby at the rental facility or on-site. 
Either way, a reliable rental company will maintain 
the equipment every 14 days. If you’re trying to 
reduce costs, pencil out the damage of failing to 
meet your contractual obligations for a day versus 
the price of heater rentals for a month.

TIP2
RENT
HEATERS

When it’s -30°F and you need heaters, 
so does every plant.

BY NOVEMBER

Self-contained
SBR heaters comes on a manned, towable trailer 
as part of a self-contained package with all the 
ductwork, hoses, or other accessories you’ll need.  



Your plant needs to adhere to strict environmental 
regulations, so you can’t afford a fuel spill of any 
type. But depending on the temperature, you may 
have to run heaters 24/7 for four months. You 
don’t want to be forced to shut them off while a 
rental company checks or changes the oil. Using 
heaters that can run for months without an oil 
change can give you peace of mind.

TIP3
CONSIDER
OIL CHANGES

3,000 hours
Sunbelt Rentals’ heaters don’t 
need an oil change until they hit 
3,000 hours. You can run them 
all day, every day, from mid- 
November through the last day of 
winter in March before we need 
to add to or change the oil. 

Use heaters that can run all season 
without an oil change.



The plan can help you identify and understand the 
risks—and costs—of various scenarios. Starting 
with the most critical scenario, create a plan for 
each one, including timeline, equipment source, 
logistics for acquiring and installing equipment, 
and communications. Train staff, so they respond to 
incidents with the same “muscle memory” they use 
for a golf swing.

TIP4

To most efficiently handle the problems when your 
facility does experience a frozen or burst valve or 
pipe, you need a site-specific contingency plan. 

DEVELOP
A PLAN
FOR YOUR FACILITY

Activate Your Plan
Sunbelt Rentals will work with you to 
determine your requirements, agree 
to a response time for delivering 
equipment, and outline everything 
you need for installation and recovery. 
You’ll have a plan that you can activate 
immediately when you need help.



TIP5

USE PROVEN
TECHNOLOGY
Rent from partners who use proven technology—whether 
flameless or glycol heaters—and understand the equipment. 

If the staff has worked with the OEM, 
then they’ll be able to help when 
equipment needs attention. Make sure 
any new technology has first been 
tested by the rental company to ensure 
it can fill your needs. Also ask who will 
answer the phone if you need support.

SUPPORTED BY SKILLED TECHNICIANS

24/7 Support
Sunbelt Rentals has a 24/7 support 
center dedicated to the industrial 
heating market. Your call will always 
be answered by a technician who 
knows how to troubleshoot heaters, 
not an answering service that takes 
your information for a callback.



TIP6
Whether you’re ordering equipment, developing 
a contingency plan, or training staff, choose a 
rental company partner with the resources and 
knowledge to help you. 

Look for well-maintained equipment and 
accessories available 24/7 at locations across 
the country. The right company will also be able 
to help you with maintenance requirements and 
education and training for your employees.

TRUSTED
PARTNER

WORK WITH A

Free Consultations
Sunbelt Rentals offers free 
consultations to help you prepare 
your plant now for plunging 
temperatures next winter. With the 
right plan in place, you’ll be ready to 
face a polar vortex with confidence.



Sunbelt Rentals offers a diverse fleet of industrial heat 
rental equipment, as well as unmatched industry expertise, 
to help you meet increased demands and regulations. 
Contact us today at 866-566-1131 or visit us online at 
sunbeltrentals.com.
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